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THE ARTS SOCIETY CHILTERN  
(Formerly THE CHILTERN DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY)  

  

NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING  

  

NOTICE OF SPECIAL RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF 

THE ARTS SOCIETY CHILTERN AT AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING TO BE  

HELD AT THE CHALFONT ST PETER COMMUNITY CENTRE  

AT 10.30 HOURS ON 28th NOVEMBER 2019   

(preceding the Monthly Lecture)  

  

  

  

Dear Member   

  

We are convening an EGM to consider the Resolution to amend the existing 

Constitution and Rules of the Society.  

  

The Committee asks you to vote that the proposed new Constitution and Rules for the 

Society be adopted.  

  

A review of the current Rules, which had remained essentially unchanged since 2005, 

was prompted by the agreed change in the Society’s name.  The Hon. Secretary, 

Raihana Ehsanullah, set up a Working Party consisting of: Lionel Anthony (current 

President), Martin Read (retired City lawyer), Colin McBride (past Chairman), Heather 

Hespe (current Chair), to review the current Rules. My grateful thanks to all, and in 

particular to Martin Read for his invaluable advice and considerable legal input.  

  

The principal differences between the present Constitution and Rules (dated 2005) 

and the proposed new Constitution and Rules are set out in the Appendix to this letter, 

together with comments on some of the differences.   

  

Copies of the proposed new Constitution and Rules will be available for inspection at 

the Chalfont St Peter Community Centre prior to the Extraordinary General Meeting 

on 28th November 2019. Any Member wishing to receive a copy of the proposed new 

Constitution and Rules in advance may apply in writing to the Society’s Hon.  

Secretary: Dr Raihana Ehsanullah,  

8 The Brow, Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks HP8 4JD;  

secretary.theartssoc.chiltern@gmail.com   

Yours sincerely   

  

Raihana Ehsanullah  



2  

  

Hon. Secretary  

  

Appendix: Proposed new Constitution and Rules  
  

Summary of principal differences between the current Rules and the 

proposed new Rules  
(References to Rules, unless otherwise stated, are to the proposed new Rules.)  

  
  
  

Rule 2. Name  

  

This Rule reflects the change in the Society’s name to The Arts Society Chiltern.  

  

Rule 3. Objects  

  

(i) Paragraph (a) of this Rule states as an object ‘the promotion and advancement of 

the education of the public in, and the cultivation, appreciation and study of, the 

arts’. The equivalent Rule in the existing Constitution and Rules states the object 

more narrowly in referring to ‘the decorative and fine arts’ rather than ‘the arts’.   

  

(ii) Paragraph (c) of this Rule is an additional paragraph which reads:  

   

‘(c) the advancement of the arts, culture and artistic heritage, in particular, but without 

limitation, the decorative and fine arts in the United Kingdom and other countries.’  

  

Rule 4. Powers   

  

Paragraph (i) of this Rule is an additional paragraph which reads:  

  

‘(i) To undertake any other lawful activities in fulfilment of the objects of the Society.’  

  

Rule 5. Membership  

  

Paragraph (g) of this Rule is an additional paragraph which imposes a restriction on 

the appointment of any Honorary Member or Honorary Officer which will result in the 

Society having a total of more than ten Honorary Members and Honorary  

Officers.  

  

Rule 6. Officers  

  



3  

  

(i) Paragraph (a) of this Rule, in dealing with any extension of the period of office 

for the Secretary or the Treasurer beyond the normal three year period, refers to  

‘each period not exceeding three years’ rather than ‘further periods of three years’.  

  

(ii) Paragraph (c) of this Rule, in dealing with the renewal of the appointment of 

any President or Vice-President beyond the initial five year period, refers to ‘further 

periods of up to five years’ rather than ‘further periods of five years’.  

  

Rule 7. Committee  

  

(i) Paragraph (b) of this Rule imposes a limit on the number of Committee 

members of fifteen rather than eighteen as in the existing Constitution and Rules.  

  

(ii) Paragraph (e) of this Rule is an additional paragraph which states that normally 

Committee members, other than those members who are also Officers (the Chair, the 

Vice-Chair, the Secretary and the Treasurer), shall not normally be members of the 

Committee for more than three years. However, if the Committee shall in its absolute 

discretion determine that there are special circumstances, the Committee may extend 

this period for one or more periods, each period not exceeding three years.  

  

(iii) Paragraph (h) of this Rule contains the following additional wording relating to 

how long Co-opted Members may serve:  

  

‘The Co-opted Member shall serve until the next Annual General Meeting following 

their appointment, and may be eligible to be co-opted for another year. However, if 

the Committee shall in its absolute discretion determine that there are special 

circumstances, the Committee may extend this period of co-option for one or more 

periods until the following Annual General Meeting.’  

  

(iv) Paragraph (j) of this Rule empowering the Committee to make Regulations, in 

referring to the matters which may be the subject of Regulations, makes specific 

reference to  ‘Members’ Personal  Data’.  

  

Rule 8. Finance  

  

Paragraph (a) of this Rule stipulates that the Society’s financial year shall end on ‘31st 

December (or such other date as shall be fixed by the Committee) in every year’. The 

equivalent provision in the existing Constitution and Rules refers to ‘31st August’. Since 

the existing Constitution and Rules were adopted in 2005, that year end date was 

changed by the Committee to 31st December.  

  

Rule 9. Subscriptions  
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Paragraph (d) has been added, following The Arts Society’s pilot constitution, to 

provide:  

  

‘(d) The Society shall pay to The Arts Society any affiliation fee due to The Arts  

Society no later than the due date for payment.’  

  

  

Rule 10. General Meetings  

  

Paragraph (d) empowering Members with the right to call for an Extraordinary 

General Meeting now requires at least 50 Members, rather than at least 30, to exercise 

this right.  

  

Rule 11. Members’ Resolutions  

  

This Rule requires any Members’ Resolution to have been duly proposed by at least 

50 Members.   

  

Rule 12. Members’ Personal Data  

  

(i) Rule 12 of the existing Constitution and Rules refers to Membership Records. 

This new Rule essentially follows the wording in The Arts Society’s pilot Constitution 

and refers to personal data ‘(as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 

2018 or any statute or regulation amending that definition)’.   

  

(ii) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule require the Society to retain and process 

Members’ personal data in accordance with the requirements of the General Data 

Protection Regulation 2018 and to process that data fairly and lawfully and in 

accordance with the Society’s legitimate activities.  

  

(iii) Paragraph (c) permits the Society to disclose Members’ personal data to ‘The 

Arts Society and to Area.’  

The Secretary has written to The Arts Society to seek clarification of what use might 

be made by The Arts Society of any Members’ personal data disclosed to them. The 

reply received from the Company Secretary of The Arts Society states that the Society 

is prohibited from sharing any Members’ personal data for commercial purposes and 

that such data is shared ‘purely for the purposes of administering the membership’.  

As regards any possible disclosure by the Society to Area, the Committee is unlikely to 

make any such disclosure. If, however, the Committee considered that it would be in 

the best interests of the Society to do so, any such disclosure would only be made on 

the basis that the data disclosed could not be used for any commercial purpose.  

  

(iv) Paragraph (d), dealing with the Members’ obligation to notify changes in 

personal data, clarifies that ‘address’ includes both postal and email addresses.  
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RSBE 17.10.19  

  

  


